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WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise to acknowledge an important day, which was 
held on Wednesday, 15 June, last week. Every year, the state marks the United Nations’ internationally 
recognised World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. The day is a call to action for individuals, communities, 
organisations and Parliaments to raise awareness around the abuse, neglect and exploitation of the elderly. The 
World Health Organization defines “elder abuse” as — 

A single or repeated act, or lack of appropriate action, occurring within any relationship where there is 
an expectation of trust, which causes harm or distress to an older person. 

Elder abuse can take various forms, such as physical, psychological or emotional, sexual and financial abuse. It can 
also be the result of intentional or unintentional neglect. According to the United Nations, the global population of 
people over the age of 60 will continue to grow to about 1.2 billion people in 2025. It estimates that between four 
and six per cent of elderly people experience some form of maltreatment at home. As such, elder abuse is 
considered a universal problem that requires a universal solution. Although abuse can occur anywhere and by 
anyone, it is frequently perpetrated by family members but it can also be committed by health professionals and 
strangers. It can happen in the setting of the older person’s own home or in nursing homes and assisted-living 
facilities. It affects seniors, both rich and poor, regardless of race or culture. The incidence of abuse towards older 
people is predicted to increase as many countries continue to experience rapidly ageing populations. 
Our role as elected representatives is to speak on behalf of those who do not have a voice. World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day gives us the opportunity to look not only at the global scale of the issue, but also at what can be 
done locally and within our own communities to shed light on this form of abuse. It is estimated that elder abuse 
affects as many as one in 10 elderly Australians. Advocare recently released figures that show the number of 
calls to its helpline has doubled across Australia, with an 83 per cent rise in Western Australia over the last 
12 months. In WA alone, as many as 50 000 people over 60 years old have experienced physical, financial or 
psychological abuse by family members or a close friend. The most common form of reported abuse is financial, 
followed by psychological and physical abuse. The saddest part is that most of the time, sons and daughters are 
the main perpetrators. This makes it far more difficult for victims to come forward as they do not want to bring 
shame to their family or to the person responsible. This means that most elder abuse is hidden. It is not an issue 
that is commonly talked about in our communities. Unlike family violence and child abuse, our prevention 
measures and effective responses are far less developed. However, the good news is that positive changes are on 
the horizon. On 24 February this year, the federal Attorney-General announced that the Australian Law Reform 
Commission will conduct an inquiry into laws and frameworks to safeguard older Australians from abuse. The 
inquiry will assist the federal government to identify best practices for protecting older Australians while 
promoting respect for their rights and preferences. This is an excellent step forward. We validate these silent 
voices when we recognise that this form of abuse occurs and even more so when we actively look at ways to 
protect older Australians from it. 
I take this opportunity to acknowledge Hon Tony Simpson, MLA, Minister for Seniors and Volunteering, who 
last week announced that our state government has invested $135 000 in Advocare’s elder abuse hotline. This 
extra support will enable Advocare Inc to continue managing its helpline until December 2017. Most 
importantly, this funding ensures that those affected by abuse have the ability to ask for advice and be connected 
to other services and facilities when needed. I am very pleased to see our state government wholeheartedly 
supporting such an invaluable service. I also take this opportunity to express my gratitude to our local team at 
Advocare who support older Western Australians by creating a safe space for them to turn to when they need 
help. Empowering the elderly is the most effective tool to combat elder abuse. 
In closing, I believe it is important that we recognise and remember days like World Elder Abuse Awareness 
Day as it offers an opportunity for us to openly oppose the abuse and neglect that can be experienced later in life. 
Last week’s awareness day provided the occasion for this issue to be recognised as not only a family violence 
problem, but also an intergenerational concern as well as a health, justice and human rights issue. It also gave us 
the chance to acknowledge and recognise the many national, regional and local efforts that are working to 
address the problem. Elderly Western Australians play a vital role in the make-up of our community. The 
contributions they make and have made are immeasurable. Elder abuse and neglect sorely diminishes their 
ability to actively participate in community and therefore it affects us all. This is why it is so critical that we, 
firstly, acknowledge the abuse; secondly, recognise the impact it has in our communities; thirdly, agree it is an 
issue that must be addressed and must be answered; and, fourthly, continue to support organisations like 
Advocare that make such a positive impact. Each and every stage of human life is important and valuable. 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day gives us another opportunity to remember that. 

House adjourned at 9.52 pm 
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